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The TA 


By Ifaac Bickerftaff E{q; 





—— Procaces 


Qui'captat Rifus Hominum, Famamq; Dicacis 
Affectat, niger eft, hunc, tu Romane, caveto. 





From Thurfday Augnft 31. to Saturday September 2. 1710. 


~ From my own Apartment, September 1. 


EVER were Men fo perplexed as a fe- 
leé&t Company of us were this Evening 
with a Couple of profefled Wits, who, 


thro” our ill Fortune, and their own’ 


Confidence, had thought fit to pin 
themfelves upon a Gentleman who had owned to 
them that he was going to meet fuch and fuch Per- 

foris, and named us one by one. Thefe pert Pup- 
pies immediately refolved to come with him, and 
from the Beginning to the End of the Night enter- 
~ tained each other with ene to which we 
were perfect Strangers. fam come Home very 


much tived; for the Affliction was fo irkfome to 


ine; that it furpafles all other I ever Knew, info- 
much that I cannot refieé&t upon: this Sorrow with 
Pleaftrc, tho’ it is pat. oe ' 
- An eafie Manner of Converfation is the moft de- 
firable Quality a Man can have ; and for that Rea- 
fon Coxcombs will take upon them to be familiar 
with People whoin they never faw betore. What 
adds to the Vexation of it is, that they will act 
upon the Foot of knowing you by Fame, and ral- 
Jy with you, as they call it, by repeating what 
your Enemies fay of you ; and court you, as they 
think, by uttering to your Face.at a wrong Timé 
all the kind ‘Things ‘your Friends {peak of you in 
your Abfence.’ 

Thefe People are the more, dreadful, the more 
they have of what js ufiially called Wit: Fora 


’ lively Imagination, when it 1s not governed by a 


good Underltanding, makes fuch miferable Havock 
both in Converfation and Bufinefs,. that it lays 
you detencelefs, and fearful to throw the leaft 
Word in its Way, that may give it new Matter for 
its further Errors. 

Tom Mercett has as quick a Fancy as any one 
living ; but there is no reafonable Man can bear 
him Half an Hour.’ His Purpofe is to entertain, 
and it is of no Confequence to him what is faid, 
fo it be what is called well faid, as if a Man mutt 
bear a Wound with Patience, becau(e he that puthed 

_ at you came up with a good Air and Mien, That 


Part of Life which. we {pend in Company is the. 


mott pleafing of all our Moments ; and therefore J 
think our Beliaviour in it fhéuld have'its Laws, 
as well as the Part of our Being, which is ge- 
nerally efteemed the more important. From hence 
tis, that from long Experience I have~ madé 
it a Maxim, that however we-may pretend 1 


take SatisfaGion in fprightly Mirth and high Jol- 
lity, there is no great Pleafure in any Company 
where the Bafis of the Society is not mutual Good- 
Will. When this is in the Room, ‘every trifling 
Circumftance, the moft minute Accident, the Ab- 
furdity of a Servant, the Repetition of an old Sto- 


‘ry, the Look of a Man when he is telling it, the 


moft indifferent and the moft ordinary Occurrences, 
are Matters which produce Mirth and good Humour. 
I went to fpend an Hour after this Manner with 
fome Friends who enjoy it in Perfetion when ever 
they meet, when thofe Deftroyers above-mentioned 
came inupon us. There is not a Man‘ among them 
has any Notion of Diftinétien of Superiority to one 
another, either in their Fortunes “or their. Talents, 
when they are in Company ; or if any Reflexion, to 
the contraty occurs in their Thoughts, it on! 
ftrikes a Delight upon their Minds, that fo much 
Wifdom and Power is in Pofleffion of one whom 
they love and efteem. 

In thefe my Lucubrations I have frequently 
dwelt upon this one Topick. {t would make {hort 
Work tor us Reformers; for it is only Want of 
making this a Pofition that renders fome Characters 
bad which would otherwife be good. Tom Adercett 
means no Man ill, but doesill to every Body. His 
Ambition is to be witty ; and to carry on that De- 
fign,he breaks through all Things that other People 
hold Sacred. If he thought Wit was no Way to 
be ‘ufed but to the Advantage of Society, that 
Sprigitlineis would have a new Turn, and we 
thould expeét what he is going to fay with Satis- 
faction inftead of Fear. It is no Excufe for being 
mifchevious, that a Man is miichevious without 
Malice ; nor will it be thought an Attonement that 
the lil was done not to injure the Party concerned, 
but to divert the Indifferent. 

It is, methinks, a very great Error that we fhould 
not _profets Honelty in Conitethion as much as 
in Commerce. If weconfider that there is no grea- 
ter Misfortune than to be ill received, where we 
love the turning a Man to Ridicule ameng his 
Friends, we rob-him of greater Enjoyments than he 
could have purchafed by his Wealth ; yet he that 
laughs at him would, perhaps, be the laft Man who 
would hurt him in this Cate of les Confequence. 
It has been faid, the Hiftory of Don Quixote utterly 
deitroyed the Spirit of Gallantry in the Spanifh Na- 
tion; arid I believe we may fay much more truly; 
that the Humour of Ridicule has done as much In- 
qty tothe true Relith of Comey in England. 

* ‘Such Satisfationsas arife from the tecret Com- 
parifon of our felves to others, with Relation to 


their 
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their inferior Fortunes or Merit, aremean and un- 
worthy. The. trué and high State of Converiation 
is, when Men communicate their Thoughts to each 
other upoiy fuch :Subjects, and in fuch a Manner, 
as would be pleafant if there were no fuch Thing 
as Folly in the World ; for it is but a low Con- 
dition of Wit in one Man, which depends upon 
Folly in another. 




































P. S. Twas here interrupted by the Receipt of my 
Letters, among which is one froin a Lady, who is 
not a little offended at my Tranflation of the Dif- 
courle between Adam and Eve. She pretends to 
tell me my own, at fhe calls it, atid quotes feveral 
Paflages in my Works which tend to the utter Difu- 
nion of Man and Wife. Her Epittle will beft ex- 
prefsher. I have made an Extract of it, and ‘hall 
infert the moft Material Paffages. . 


© to forgive; for which Reafon, before you concern 
* your felf any further with our Scx, I would advife 
* you to aniwer what 1s faid againft you by thofe 
* of yourown. I encloie to you Bufinets enough, 
* ull you are ready tor your Promife of being wit- 
“ty. You muft not expeét to fay what you pleafe, 
* without admitting others to take the fame Liberty. 
‘ Marry come up, You a Cenfor! ---' Pray, read 
* over all thefe Pamphiets, aud thefe Notes upon 
* your Lucubrations ; by that Time you fhall hear 
* further. It is, I fuppofe, trom fuch as you that 
* People learn to be feniorious, for avhich Land all 
* our Sex have an utter Averfion, when ence Peo- 
* ple come to take the Liberty to wound Reputa- 
* tions ----- 


This is the main Body of the Letter; but the 


bids me turn over, and there I find - - - - - 


Mr. Bicker taf, 


* T€ you will-draw Mrs. Sifly Trippit according 
: to the enclofed Defcription, I wiil forgive you 
all. 


To Ifaac Bickerftaff E/q; 


The humtle Petition of Jofhua Fairiove 
of Stepney. 


SHEWETH, 


¢ Hat your Petitioner is a general Lover, 
who for tome Months Jaft paft has made it 
‘ his whole Bufincts to frequent the By-paths and 
* Roads ncar his Dwelling, for no other Purpofe 
* but to hand fuch of the Fair Sex as are obliged 
* to‘pats through them. 
‘ That he has been at great Expénce for clean 
© Gloves to offer his Hand with. 
* That towards the Evening lie approaches-near 
* London, and employs himfelf as a Convoy towards 
* Home. 
© Your Petitioner therefore moft humbly prays, 
* That for fuch his humble Services he may 
© be allowed the Title of an Efguire. 


Mr. Morphew has Orders to carry the proper In- 
firuments, and the Petitioner 1s to be hereafter writ 
to upon gilt Paper by the Title of Fo/bua Fair- 
love Efq; 

Advertifements. 


*.* There is now to be delivered to Subfcribers, 
by Charles Lillie, Perfumer, at the Corner of Beautord-Buildings 
on the Strand, and J. Morphew near Srarioners-Hall, The Sec...:d 
V lume of *he LUC U BRA TIONS of Ifiac Bickerftaff EG; 
jn Octavo, on a Fine Royal and Medium Papers. 


* I fuppofe you know we Women are not too apt. 


rning-Gowns for Men and Women, of ilk, Stuffs, and 
Callicoe’s (being theGoods of Perjons that failed) whick were 
to be difpojed of at the Olive-Tree and Still, are now to be fold at 
the Golden Sugar-Loaf up me Pair of Stairs, over-againft the Horfe 
at Chaving-Crofs ; with a frefh Parcel at very low Rates, the Price 
cing Ses on cath Gown. ° ys. agg) 
S! William Read, Her Majefty’s Oculift, is now 
~ at his‘Houfe in Durham-yard in the Strand, Lowdon, having 
€veral Perfons of Quality and others to attend in Dittempers re- 
ating cto the Eyes, and has lacely performed feveral remarkabie 
ures upon many that were blind trom their Birth of Cataratts, 
and Multitudes whofe Sight were much defpaired ot ; fome 
by violent tharp Humours fiom the Small-Pox, and fuch like 
Accidents, that often produce great Inflammations, Albugoes, 
Unguloes, or Filtula Lachrymalis, in which Art (after 35 Years 
Practice and great Experience both at home and abroad) he mutt 
be allowed ro have made the greateft Improvement. sir Wil- 
liam takes off all Sorts of Wens, and cures Wry-Necks and 
Hair-Lips without Biemifh, the’ never fo deformed ; and al. 
lows no body to practife in his Name but his Lady, whom he 
has inftructed. Note, Sir William will be at St. Edmundsbury 
all the enfuing Fair. 
BObee .Fea, 16s. a Ponnd, made of the beft Green 
fea, and tinétured with the fame Macerials that Foreign 
Bohee is tin€tured with. Sold by R. Fary only, at the Bell in 


Grace-Charch-ftreert, Druggift. Chocolate made ot the beit’ 


Nuts ground vety fine,2s.6d. a Pound. Chocolate with Su- 
gar,20d. Toa Quanrity further Encouragement. 


ME: Cox's Sale of the Houfe, Numb. 23. in Glo- . 


cefter-ftrcct, and Plate, &c. which was to be drawn the 
gift of Augutt, will certainly begin to be drawn on Monday 
next the 4th Initanr, ac Six in the Morning in the Great Rouia 
in York-Buildings ; at which Time any Gentiemen or Ladics, 
_Advencurers, may have the Satistaction of feeing all the Benehis 
fairly put into the Wheel, and have Liberty every Night, duin 
the Time of Drawing, to feal up the Wheel ; which Scals will 
not be broke the next Morning without at leatt Pwenty Acven- 
rorers prefent. 


BErs removed from Mr. Cuthbert’s, Scrivener, the 


Saie ot Plate and other valuable Goods, viz. a fine Silver 


Buhee Tea-kettle, Stand and Lamp, a Furbelow’d Scart, a Sil- 
ver Tankard, Coffee-p»r, Mugs and Cups, with feveral Silver 
Saaff-boxes, Salts, Gold Rings, and other Things too long 
to be mentioned, to be difpofed of by way of Lots, at2s. 
6 d, each Ticker. The Goods to be feen, and ‘lickers to be 
had, ae the Golden Sugar-Loaf againft the Horfs ac Charing- 
Crofs, at Young Man’s Coffee-houfe, at Will's Coffee-houic, 
Scotland-yard, Mr. Cuney’s, a Silverfmith, at the Tiree Crowne 
in Paunton-ftieer, at Mr. Lillie’s, the Corner of Beauiurd-Buil- 
dings in the Strand, at Mr. Arches’s, Bookfelle:, next co. che 
Crown and Cufhion Tavern in Rutici-ftreer, Coven:-Gardep, 
ac Salter’s Coffee-houfe at Chelfea, ac Nixon’s Coffee-houfe in - 
Fetter-lane, and-ac Mr. Batfon’s Coffee-houfe by the Exchange. 


A Sale of Guods at Mr. Guthridge’s, a Toy-thop, 
over-againft Nortclk-itreet in the Strand, all Prizes and no 
Blanks, at 6¢. a Vickers Put in your Money, and draw your 
felf, and take your Prize along with you. The Grods are, a 
fmall Silver Watch, a Gold Ring, a Dozen of {mall Silver 1¢a- 
as, a Silver Dram-Cup, Umbrelio’s, Coffee-Muils, Men 
and Women’s Gtoves, ‘ans, Kibands, and Edgings ; ail Sorts «£ 
Duich and Englifh Toys, Turnery-Ware, Brats, and Tin ; as al- 
fo a Baby’s Coach and Six Horfes, A Twopetny Sale ot Goods 
at the Place above named, all Prizes and no Blanks. 
Rs. Ogte’s Catalogue of Plate, and other valuable 
Goods, Twenty Pounds tor Sixpence, the highett i1.2¢ 
b.ing a Silver Tea-kertle, Lamp, and Tea-pot. Tu huts will ve 
dciivered at Mr. Sedgwick’s, Hair-Cutter, in the strand, at 
Mr. Green’s, a Hatter, in the P —_ ot Southwark, ac Joc’s 
Coffee-houle in Hartun-Garden, at Mrs. Camer’s, a lutter- Wo- 
man, by Clemen:’s-Inn in ClareeMarker, and at Mrs. Ogic’s 
againit Mountagu:-houfe, for 6d, each Ticket. To ve drawn 
very {peeduy. : 
R. Stocton’s Sale of Jewels, Plate, &c. being near 
‘full, Notice is herevy give, Thac Tick ts are co ve nad, 
#C2 8, cacn, at the faid Mr. Scodtun’s at the Bell in Henriette- 
Itreet, Covent-Garden, at Mr. Amfon’s, aGoldimith, at the Ring 
nar Satisbury-Court, Fleet-itreet, ac Mrs. Fowk:’s, @ Malliha, 
MEX {oor to the Kummer Tavern at Charing-Crofs, and ac 
Mr. Marriot’s, a Shoemaker at the White Hart in the Poultry. 
lire ave bur 12 Blanks to a Prize, s00 Prizes, and the bight 
Prize 400 |, Note, ’Lis to be drawn by Wheels and Parifh Boys, 
and is the faiseit and moit advantagious Propofal ot this Kina 
ever publifhed. : ' J 
Here is now made Publick, Palvis Anti Ictericus, 
being a Powder, that by long Kxperience is tuuud ww be a 
never failing Remedy againit the Yellow Jaundice, or {uch D.- 
itempers as procced trom a vitiated Gall. Thofe who tor teveral 
Years have been taint, weak, and look’d like Giplies, have re- - 
covered both Health and Complexion, to the Wonder ot al) cue 
knew them, by the Ufc of this excellent Medicine, which 1s 4s 
pleafant in Tatte as ctfc@tual in Operation. The Cu.c is gene- 
rally ¢ffe@ed by one Paper (unlefs the Cafe be very -extravidi- 
nary) containing Three Dotes, Pr.2s. 6d. withouc father 
Charge or Trouole : And to prevent Counterteiis, is only told 
by Mr. &. Curll, Bookieller, at the Vial and bible aganit 
Sr. Dunftan’s Church, Fleet-itreet. 








~ Sold by John Morphew neax Statieners-Hall ; where Advertifements are taken in. 
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